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Children are the future. The aim of early childhood 
education in Turku is healthy and happy children 
who are accepted and appreciated just the way they 
are. Early childhood education is about interaction. 
A child who is listened to and heard is self-confi-
dent and trusting. This is the goal we work towards 
together with day-care centres, family day care, 
open early childhood education services and home 
because, in the world of a child, life is in the here 
and now. 

The success that our country has had in various 
studies measuring the skills of schoolchildren 
demonstrates that the years spent in early child-
hood education services prepare children to listen, 
receive, apply and share information when they en-
ter basic education at the age of seven. 

One of our more ambitious dreams is to have every 
one of our child customers aware of the opportuni-
ties offered by zeros and ones, right from the start. 
Information technology has entered the day-care 
centres. The generation that has grown up with IT 

has an easy relationship with it, just as if it is 
another form of play.

Playing is a right of children and their way to 
perceive the world. Play includes and touches on 
information technology, art, science, sports and 
multicultural everyday life. Day care has a fine old 
tradition of visiting various events, the theatre and 
museums, which complements the experiences 
the child receives at day care.

service guidance 
02 262 5610 

www.turku.fi/education

early childhood education 9000
-municipal day care 5200
-private day care 900
-private day care allowance 600
-home care allowance 2300 

open early childhood education  
600

staff 1500

Here and now
Early C

hildhood Education
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Safe and active school day for everyone!

In Turku, basic education is given in Finnish at 35 
schools, in Swedish at four schools and in English at 
one school. Pupils in Turku’s basic education schools 
have over 70 native languages, and multicultural in-
teraction skills are an inseparable part of the every-
day life of the children and young people growing up 
in today’s Turku.

The pupils’ well-being and safety are important to 
everyone in Turku. In order to make children’s jour-
neys to school as short as possible, each pupil’s 
school is primarily determined by where the pupil 
lives. Children’s hobbies and special needs are taken 
into consideration, and it is possible to go to a school 
that is further away if it provides the desired language 
education or focus on art, for example. Each school 
in the city has drawn up a map marked with the diffi-
cult crossings and spots with potentially low visibility 
along the route to school. There is also an online map 
available for parents looking for a suitable school for 
their child, listing the types of support offered by each 
school. 

Turku has implemented a project aimed at guarantee-
ing a safe and active school day for all. The search for 
a positive attitude, participation and a sense of 
solidarity can be done with everyday tools: the schools 
organize more club activities and purchase balls, 
street chalk, outdoor game equipment, hula hoops 
and other paraphernalia. But what good is equipment 
if nobody knows how to use it? That is why the project 
recruited students from the Department of Teacher 
Education of the University of Turku to organise VÄLK-
KIS break training for pupils in the 5th and 6th grade. 

Age is no obstacle to working together when it comes 
to the school grandpas, either. There are over 50 
school grandpas in Turku who help and support the 
pupils and bring their years of experience to the 
school – and also learn from the children.

Turku strives to make school days safe and communal 
all the way from the pupil’s front door to the school 
and back. The school day also includes the possibil-
ity of enjoyable trips; basic education’s cultural path 
plan, for example, involves three annual school visits 
to Turku’s cultural institutions in connection with a 
specific school subject.
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www.turku.fi/education
pupils 11 700  
staff 1400

The festive arrival of primary school pupils to the running carnival venue.
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www.turku.fi/education

early childhood education: 470 
basic education: 960
general upper secondary 
education: 290
vocational education:110
adult education: 1400

The most bilingual city in Southwest Finland

Turku has a long and vibrant history of bilingual-
ism. The Swedish Language services of the Edu-
cation Division offer children and young people a 
safe learning environment where everyone can 
grow and learn on their own terms. We invest in 
high-quality pedagogy, supporting well-being and 
the Finland-Swede identity. Pupils who choose 
Swedish-language education are offered as con-
tinuous study path as possible, ranging all the way 
from early childhood education to upper secondary 
level studies.

Our schools also teach Swedish-speaking children 
from the neighbouring municipalities – thirteen 
municipalities in the region have made an agree-
ment with Turku on organising Swedish-language 
basic education. 

Turku Vocational Institute (TAI) offers Swedish-lan-
guage education at its economics and IT unit, and 
the liberal adult education of the Swedish Adult 
Education Centre offers many opportunities for 
study and recreation.

The Swedish Language services of the Education 
Division are also responsible for inter-Nordic twin 
city co-operation. Turku and its Nordic twin cities of 
Bergen, Göteborg and Århus have been organising 
student exchange activities in the form of camps 
for 9th-grade pupils for over 40 years. There is an 
annual Nordic youth event, Vänorternas Ungdom-
skonferens, for second-year students at upper 
secondary schools and vocational schools, and the 
twin cities also organise a short teacher exchange 
each year. Inter-Nordic co-operation is also open 
to pupils and teachers from the Finnish-language 
Education Division. 

The predecessor of the Turku Swedish-language upper secondary school Katedralskolan i Åbo was the Cathedral School of Åbo, established in the 1200s.

Sw
edish Language Education



12 13

General education and upper secondary schools 
with special emphasis

Students at Turku upper secondary schools com-
plete their matriculation examinations with top 
scores year after year – thanks to high-quality 
education and motivated students. Turku’s Swed-
ish-language upper secondary school Katedral-
skolan i Åbo is Finland’s oldest upper secondary 
school, and is also one of the best in Finland based 
on comparison between the students’ starting level 
and their matriculation examination results. Mi-
kael Agricola, the father of the Finnish written lan-
guage, would probably be very proud, since he also 
worked as head teacher of the school.

Nearly all Turku upper secondary schools have a 
special education task appointed by the Ministry 
of Education. They include theatre and visual arts, 
ICT, sport, music and natural sciences. There is 
also a marine-oriented programme in Turku. This 
means hours of improvisation, game design, hard 
workouts, grand musical productions, laboratory 
classes at the university and field study in the 
Archipelago Sea. 

Students can go through upper secondary school 
in the way that suits them best: in English at Turku 
International School or flexibly at the Upper 
Secondary School for Adults in Turku, for example.  
It is no wonder that students from Turku upper 
secondary schools have an easier than average 
time getting into university.

Every upper secondary school in Turku offers the 
option of getting a special diploma in various sub-
jects, and the language selection is quite wide – in 
addition to the standard languages, students can 
choose Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, Greek, Latin, 
Chinese or Japanese. The schools also organize 
international trips to support language and oth-
er studies. Europe is in the palm of the hand of a 
Turku upper secondary school student!

www.turku.fi/education
students 4300
staff 250
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Vocational school is cool!
Vocational Education

Students at the Turku Vocational Institute can 
study the fields of business economics and service, 
technology, and health and welfare. In business 
economics and service, it is also possible to com-
plete the vocational qualification in business and 
administration or business information technology 
in Swedish. Graduates from Turku Vocational Insti-
tute have a higher than average employment rate. 

Vocational studies are rewarding and the teach-
ing is successful when both students and teach-
ers know the reality of various professions at the 
moment and know how to adapt to changes. When 
asked, almost every vocational institute student 
will say that on-the-job learning is the ‘cherry on 
the cake’ of vocational studies. Students also feel 
that it is important to have a professional at the on-
the-job learning workplace who both knows his or 
her work and is committed to guiding the student. 
Turku Vocational Institute, together with other 
education organisers in the area, has trained thou-
sands of workplace instructors. In other words, 
when an electrician student from Turku Vocational 

Institute participates in on-the-job learning, he or 
she will not have to stand around wondering what 
to do, but the workplace instructor will explain to 
the student the work objectives and the student’s 
rights and responsibilities at the workplace.

Turku Vocational Institute also works hard to ful-
fil the training guarantee. The vocational start and 
preparatory training for immigrants are a mere 
fraction of the huge amount of work that joint 
education projects in Turku do to ensure the quality 
of vocational education and the employment of the 
students.

Turku Apprentice Office, on the other hand, brings 
together companies and adults or young adults 
who are looking for a career. Apprenticeship is an 
efficient way to learn a profession by doing.

Turku Vocational Institute  
www.turkuai.fi
students 3900
staff 420

Apprenticeship training
www.oppisopimus.turku.fi
vocational qualification 610
basic degree 440
special vocational qualification 350
non-degree-oriented training 160
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Learning for all ages

The Adult Education Unit at Turku Vocational Institute 
offers ways to gain the skills needed for working life. 
The selection of the Adult Education Unit includes 
over 60 different degree programmes. We also offer 
various types of working-life permit training and op-
portunities to supplement competence through 
abbreviated training modules. The training modules 
are designed for adult learners in different life situa-
tions. There are approximately 6,000 students each 
year.

Turku Vocational Institute’s Adult Education Unit 
works in close co-operation with the region’s business 
operators, other educational institutes and partners, 
both in the planning and implementation of training. 

Turku’s Finnish and Swedish Adult Education Centres 
organise over 1,000 courses and lecture series each 
year with over 20,000 participants. The most popu-
lar subjects are languages, handicrafts, visual arts, 
dance and sports, music and IT. The Finnish Turku 
Adult Education Centre also organises high-class his-
tory lectures and seminars. 

The Finnish Adult Education Centre also exhibits the 
works of its students outside the education 
centre building. Various exhibition ensembles deco-
rate the city streets and shopping centres. Competent 
teachers with their finger on the pulse, high-quality 
learning environments and comprehensive course 
selections guarantee that there are more and more 
people wanting to take classes at the adult education 
centres.

The Loupe (Luuppi), the multicultural centre of the 
adult education centres, organises courses especial-
ly for immigrants.  Almost half of the approximately 
100 courses organised each year teach the Finnish 
language. In addition to integration training, there 
is a large selection of other Finnish-language study 
modules for learners at different levels and with dif-
ferent native languages. In the past few years, the 
Ministry of Education has supported the education of 
immigrants with student vouchers, which have made 
some of the courses completely free of charge to their 
participants. The Loupe also organises the initial as-
sessment of immigrants.
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Adult Education, 
1.1.-31.12.2012 
students 23 500 

The Adult Education Unit at Turku 
Vocational Institute 6000 

Turku’s Finnish Adult Education 
Centre 17 500
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Dozens of delegations from around the world visit 
and observe Turku schools and their administra-
tion each year. The way in which Finland and Turku 
provide education to children, young people and 
adults across the boundaries of school levels and 
education institutes has permanently caught the 
attention of the rest of the world. The visitors are 
interested in the entire process from education to 
management of finances and decision-making, and 
examples are also sought from the Turku operat-
ing models that encourage community spirit and 
participation. However, the most striking thing, re-
gardless of the visitors’ nationality, is the trust that 
prevails in the school world and indeed throughout 
Finnish society. There is no need for school inspec-
tors, because people trust the competence and 
morals of the teachers and the rest of the school 
staff – and their trust has been rewarded.

In the planning, development and implementation 
of teaching, it is important for students and experts 

to have open doors for exchange, and international 
mobility has been supported, even during the lean 
years.

The City of Turku Education Division is all about 
co-operation, and one good idea can quickly reach 
all branches of the organisation. The TOP Centre 
for ICT in Learning trains staff and students at all 
school levels, including early childhood education, 
with customised content. Continuing education is 
available for the implementation of new innova-
tions and sharpening up existing skills. When IT 
competence is in good shape, developing opera-
tions and finding new partners locally or around 
the world is much easier, almost child’s play. In the 
best-case scenario, these new partners that have 
been gained through competence and IT skills will 
receive training at the same TOP Centre. 

Turku is a European city of schools that will not rest 
until information is given wings.

International profile, development 
and continuing education

W
orking together
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