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1. Turku’s Romeo and Juliet fell in love in Piispankatu
In the peaceful surroundings of Piispankatu, romance blossomed. In the 
gardens of the wooden houses, you can imagine Turkuʼs Romeo ascending 

to Julietʼs balcony.

According to one tale, Auervaara at one stage lived in Piispankatu and the neighbourhood 

thoroughly disapproved of his many women. On one of the wooden houses on the street, 

a tragic love story also took place – a Swedish-speaking Finnish girl and a Finnish boy fell in 

love but the girl’s family were against the relationship. It is good to begin the Turku tour right 

here. If you could choose anyone, who would you bring along with you?

Close your eyes and think about who you would like to accompany you in romantic 

someone with whom you would like to share your thoughts about love. Choose 
that person and imagine that he or she is with you.

2. Cathedral brides and lovers in Brahenpuisto Park
Summer brides and autumn evening lovers in the shade of the trees in 
Brahenpuisto – The Cathedral Square is awash with lover stories.

On the steps of the cathedral you can see beautiful brides, particularly on Saturdays in sum-

mer. During the autumn on the benches in Brahenpuisto and under the trees sit lovers who, in 

between kisses, ask each other about the meaning of life and about each others’ childhood.

Choose the most romantic spot in Cathedral Square and Brahenpuisto.

3. In Rettig Palace, the king of romance, Auervaara, 

Auervaaraʼs father was head caretaker at the palace. The arts of Finlandʼs 
greatest casanova originate from this palace.

Rettig Palace is a sentimental place for the guide of the romantic tour, Ruben Oskar Auervaara. 

Here he played with Björn Rettig and got to see just how the rich lived. Here he also learned 

’the gift of the gab’ and methods which, later in life, he used to make women believe he was a 

During the next nine stops en route, think about which you would like to remember as 
the special one for you and your chosen companion. Take a picture of the place with 
you in it (a foot, a hand or perhaps even your whole self). 

4. Great emotions may surprise on the Aura 
Bridge
Bridges are often the scene of encounters or separations, or 
sometimes lovers may go there hand-in-hand to watch the sun 
rise over the river.

-

small hours in summer on the Aura Bridge: there are so many cars, bicycles and 

pedestrians hurrying from place to place. But every summer, many couples who have 

just met stop on the Aura Bridge to look at the river and the sun rising quietly over the city. 

like this or will we go our separate ways?

5. Kissing for minutes on end by the Market Square
Over the decades, the courting routes and kissing spots for young couples 
have varied but the area around the Market Square has always remained.

First they walked down Aurakatu to the river and back to the square, then they began to go 

around what is now the Hansa Centre. A little later, gangs of young people congregated in Puo-

lalanpuisto Park, and the teenagers of today have now moved to the area around the Hansa 

Centre to hang out and check each other out. The venue may vary, but the square remains the 

centre and what is important is always this: will that fantastic person come around today? Will 

they look at me? Now they’re looking!

6.  The Vimma Youth Centre was once a school for girls. 
Diagonally opposite was a boys’ secondary school.
Boys and girls meeting during the school day was frowned upon and teach-
ers were very strict about it.

The starting times of lessons at these two schools were planned so that boys and girls would 

not meet each other and be lured into temptation. Romance was nonetheless in the air: some-

times girls might hear a polyphonic serenade through an open window of the boys’ school, and 

sometimes they might slip out of lessons to ‘buy exer-cise books’ and meet boys who were on 

a break between lessons. Lifelong stories of trust and love were born.

7. The VPK house was a favourite place 
for dancing

and ornate. If there were many people, it might be that there was 

little room for dancing and people would feel hot – as much from the 

proximity of their partner as the melee of the dancing. It was best if just 

the right partner came to ask you to dance. The boys would ask whether they 

could escort the girls home, and if they had got on well, the girls would often 

agree. Just before arriving in front of the girl’s house, the couple would part so 

time courting, going dancing and walking hand-in-hand.

8. By the river, eyes may meet even 
across it
What could be more romantic that a riverside kiss?

Before the riverbank was given a facelift, couples seeking solitude would 

head for the riverbank. Nowadays such solitude must be sought elsewhere, 

ecounts: 

one summer’s day, the girls were sitting on the riverbank eyeing up the boys. On 

the opposite bank was sitting a good-looking group of them, and glances were 

exchanged. We thought, do we dare to go and speak to them or not. So what 

happened next?

9. First dates at the Aura Brewery leading to 
many years of love
The Aura Brewery is a red-brick building obliquely opposite the 

Föri. The building has a colourful history.

The brewery was built in 1885, and the famous Aura beer was brewed there. It was 

empty for a long time, but in the 1980s it was reclaimed with the idea of making it into a 

youth activity centre. Before Hartela bought it, occasional gigs and theatrical performances 

took place there. At that time, many great love stories may have begun in the old brewery. The 

emembered far into the 

future.

10. In Martti you can get married or meet by chance
You can meet someone by chance in Martti Park or in a stairwell in the small 
hours. Getting married of course takes place in the church that domi-
nates the hill.

One girl met a stranger decades ago in the grounds of Martti Church, 

but he certainly cannot be considered a stranger anymore. Another met 

her future boyfriend by chance in Martti early one morning when she was returning home from 

the pub. There is, however, no element of chance about what happens in the church, where 

people get married in both the summer sun and winter snow. The secret of a long marriage is 

an unyielding character, so that you don’t give up on things immediately.

11. At the Paavo Nurmi Stadium they once played ‘Tiger 
Shark’ and ‘King Cobra’.
On winter evenings, people came to skate. Sometimes, one of the boys 
would offer to carry a girlʼs skates home for her.

On the skating rink in the early evening, people would usually skate from one end to the other, 

but as the evening wore on, they would form a large circle. The skaters had straps with them 

and the boys might pull the girls around the ice. It was romantic when a boy asked: will you 

take hold of this? The café in the stands served hot juice and doughnuts and sometimes organ-

ised ‘rusettiluistelu’ (bowtie skating) to match skaters together.

12. In the opinion of Turku folk, Samppalinna Hill is one 
of the most romantic places in the city
For decades, people have walked hand-in-hand along the parkʼs paths.

The paths and the benches dotted here and there offer an ideal setting for a romantic walk.

You can walk a little, then sit down for a while, then walk again. The open-air swimming pool is 

also a centre of romance, but, surprisingly enough, not so much during the day. At nights, peo-

ple returning from the pubs sometimes scale the perimeter fence for a midnight swim. The dark 

night and the soft water have often done their job, the boy seeing the girl in a new way and the 

girl also looking differently at the boy. 

13. You might have seen German soldiers in Samp-
palinna Restaurant
In the open-air pavilion, music played, a foreign language echoed 
around and girls laughed.

The restaurant and pavilion were built by the Rettigs, and over the decades summer 

evenings on the terrace have seen performances – including the singing of Annikki 

Park, and it was made really beautiful. During the War, the girls in the restaurant went to 

admire the handsome German soldiers.

14. Beside the statue of Petrelius, people got engaged 
and swore eternal love
From the statue you can see all over Turku, and distinguish your own paths 
of love and kissing trees.

The city is spread out at your feet, and here is a good place to end the Romantic Turku walk. 

Can you see your own romantic spots from here? By the river bank, on the boats and at the 

Market Square, people have loved, separated and longed for each other from the bottom of 

their hearts.

Send the picture you have taken of a romantic place by multimedia message to the 
person whom you imagined you took with you on the tour. Write a message to him or 
her, telling about your walk.



Romantic Turku
ROMANTIC TURKU

The ‘Romantic Turku’ tour is a journey through the love stories of Turku people. Where and when 
is it good to kiss, and how was courting done in the different decades of the 20th century? 

Romantic Turku route length is 6,2 km.
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