
 Turku Cathedral steps 

Up and down (32+38=70 steps). The impressive steps at the front of the western 
gable of Turku Cathedral were designed by architect P.J. Gylich and built in 1834. 
Following the Great Fire of Turku (1827), the stone wall surrounding the church 
was replaced by a low fence. Before the fire, the main entrance was situated on 
the south side, and the cathedral was surrounded by densely constructed medieval 
buildings. After the fire, the cathedral was situated in the middle of a large square. 

 Ryssänmäenrinne steps 

18 steps. Ryssänmäki (‘Russian hill’) is the historical name for University Hill as 
it is known to day. The name was in use from approximately 1587. The name 
may possibly derive from Jacob Rydz, who owned one of the five houses on 
the hill in the 16th century. The hill has also been known as ‘Great Vadzela’ or 
Mannisvuori and Myllymäki. According to Daniel Juslenius (1676–1752), the 
name Ryssänmäki has its roots in the Novgorodian expedition in 1318. In 1940, 
a new water tower was completed on the hill, and Ryssänmäki was replaced by 
the name Vesilinnanmäki (‘Water tower hill’). In 1947, the Finland-Soviet Union 
Society proposed Vesilinnanmäki as the official name.

-

 Taidonportaat (Skill steps) 

49 steps. The steps adjacent to the University were designed by Nurmela-Raimo-
ranta-Tasa Architects, who also designed the Calonia and Arcanum departments.

 Tiedonportaat (‘Knowledge steps’) and steps to
Koskenniemenaukio square

67+81=148 steps.

 St Gertrud’s shortcut steps

51 steps. St Gertrud’s shortcut was named after St Gertrud’s inn, which according 
to European custom was built along the main entryway to the city, just outside town.
The inn named after its patron saint, St. Gertrud of Nivelles, offered accommodation 
for travellers.

 Wecksell steps

130 steps. The steps are named after author Josef Julius Wecksell (1838–1907), 
whosechildhood home was situated in the same spot along Uudenmaankatu.
Poetic play Daniel Hjort was Wecksell’s most important work, which was also 
created into an opera. Composed by Selim Palmgren,the opera premiered in Turku 
in 1910. Daniel Hjort and some of the other opera characters were used as street 
names in district V in connection with a Club War theme.

 Mustainveljesten steps (‘Black brother’s steps’)

52 steps. The name ‘Black brothers’ derives from the black cloaks worn by 
Dominican monks. St Olaf’s Dominican convent was located along Kaskenkatu 1 
and Olavinpuisto park (continued in section 8. Olavinpuisto steps). The jugend-style 
Mustainveljesten steps were designed by architect Eskil Hindersson in 1907 
following the completion of the building on the neighbouring site.

 Olavinpuisto steps

90 steps. The steps were named after St Olaf’s Dominican convent along 
Kaskenkatu 1 and Olavinpuisto park. The patron saint of the monastery was Olaf 
Haraldsson, King of Norway in 1015–1030. He established Christianity in Norway 
through enforcement, and was later declared a saint known as St Olaf. The park 
received its name at the end of the 19th century when titles beginning with ‘Saint’ 
were no longer popular, and received the name Olavinpuisto (‘Olaf’s park’).

  Steps behind Samppalinna music pavilion

101 steps. Planting work of Samppalinnanvuori hill began in the 1860s. During this 
period, Samppalinna restaurant was commissioned by Commercial Counsellor 
Rettig and designed by architect C.J. von Heideken to serve as a pavilion for the 
harbour. The upper steamship harbour was situated adjacent to Auransilta bridge. 
Transforming a bare hill into a landscaped park continued according to various 
plans until 1905, when a music pavilion was completed next to the restaurant. 
It is possible that also the steps date from this time.

 Neitsytpolku steps (‘Virgin path’ steps)

23 steps. Neitsytpolku – The name ‘Virgin path’ stems from the Middle Ages and 
refers to Virgin Mary. The name is commonly found in old European cities, and was 
most probably ‘borrowed’ from Helsinki in 1897. Until the 1930s, the street was
a simple path (Immenpolku) leading over the hill. Residents in Turku have found it 
rather amusing that Heideken maternity hospital was located close to ‘Virgin path’. 
Virgin Mary is the patron saint of women giving birth, and it was decided that the 
street name should remain. Another path on Samppalinnanvuori hill was later 
named after founder of the hospital Carl von Heideken. An open-air pool was 
completed in 1955.

 Steps to Urheilupuisto (Sports park) and down to Martinkatu

23+52=75 steps. The sports park was established in 1893, as the area behind 
Samppalinna mill was rented by the City of Turku to Åbo Idrottsvänner – Turun 
Urheilunystävät sports association. The city regained the the area in 1943. The 
steps leading to the sports park form part of Paavo Nurmen puistotie. The park’s 
main path and later also the part of Samppalinnankatu leading from Rantakatu to 
the steps were named after world-famous athlete Paavo Nurmi. Also the main 
sports field is called Paavo Nurmi Stadium (Paavo Nurmen stadion). The route 
follows the Karikko track. It was named after Paavo Karikko, who was the first 
sports coach of the city of Turku in 1938–1969.

 Steps around the Church of St Martin

40 steps. The Church of St Martin was designed by architects Gunnar Wahlroos 
and Totti Sora in 1932. The church hall is situated along Huovinkatu (architect 
Albert Richardtson 1933). A marvel of modern architecture, Turun invalidien 
asunnot (‘Turku apartments for the disabled’) (architects Aulis Blomstedt and Esko 
Suuronen 1949–1951) are located opposite the church. Next to the church, 
Sotalaistenmäki hill rises to the height of 26 metres. Sotalainen, an ancient village 
name, is also the name of the square in front of the building for the disabled.

 Martinportaat steps

70 steps. The street name for Martinkatu orginates from 1890, and presumably 
refers to biblical scholar Martin Stodius (1590–1675). In due course, the entire area 
became known by the name. One of the main reasons for this is presumably the 
establishment of the Church of St Martin in 1920. Martinkoulu school was 
constructed in the district in 1927, (designed by architects Hindersson and 
Smedberg), and Martinsilta bridge in 1940. The name ‘Martti’ has become so 
established that the entire district is now known by it. People often call the area 
Martinmäki, although it is officially called district IV. Tiilisali was a previous suggestion.

 Eerikinrinne steps leading up from the junction of
Sairashuoneenkatu and Eerikinkatu, and down to Linnankatu 

38+90=128 steps. Eerikinrinne park is situated in the eastern-most part of Kakolan-
mäki. A footpath leads through the park to Linnankatu and the junction of Eerikinkatu.

 Varvintori steps 

21 steps. Varvintori is a new square built according to the 1991 town plan. The 
so-called Länsiranta area (‘west bank’) was constructed as a result of a design 
competition by Kenneth and Marianne Lundell. The name Varvintori has its roots 
in the docks and the colloquial Swedish expression Varvstorget that was used for 
Veistämöntori. Varvintori steps and the revamp of the surrounding former ware-
houses were designed by Laiho-Pulkkinen-Raunio Architects from Turku. The 
geometry of the steps is a genius solution that combines an access ramp and 
steps that double as a stand.

 Veistämönaukio steps

32 steps. The previous Veistämöntori square was split in half in connection with 
the construction of Länsiranta (‘west bank’), as the large Varvintori square was 
constructed along the river. The former Veistämöntori square was located on the 
northern side of Linnankatu, and the top part was transformed into a park. In con-
nection with the revamp of Länsiranta, the park received the name Pakkarinpuisto.

 Steps around and leading to the Church of St Michael

32+35=67 steps. The Church of St Michael was designed by Lars Sonck as a 
result of winning a design competition. The church was his first larger work. 
During the design process, the style changed from Neo-Renaissance to Jugend. 
The aim of the architect was for the surroundings to be constructed densely, 
resembling a medieval town. After the church was completed, Sonck was also 
commissioned to design the landscape. He made proposals for new buildings to 
surround the church, and created a coherent architectural style for the retaining 
walls, steps and lampposts. The buildings proposed by Sonck were never actually 
built, but their intended locations can be seen in sections where the wall is missing.

 Puolalanmäki steps

91 steps. The steps from Läntinen Pitkäkatu to Puolalanmäki were constructed in 
the 1890s. The bottom end was rebuilt in connection with the construction of the 
Louhi underground parking area. The extension of the park and the construction of 
the steps from Kauppiaskatu were carried out by unemployed people in the 1930s. 
The Art Museum and its steps and retaining walls were designed by architect 
Gustaf Nyström in 1904.Some of the steps mentioned in the map are not 
maintained during the winter.
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Stepping it up
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Turku is a traditional cultural city with a great deal to offer: outdoor sculptures, architecture, fascinating buildings, history, trees, parks 
and gardens, churches and chapels, narratives and life stories.

As a city on hills, there are plenty of steps to climb in Turku. Adding steps to your route gives you a chance to 
raise your fitness levels almost without noticing - each step you climb corresponds to ten steps on 
level ground! This map features three routes in the centre of Turku withlots of steps to climb, 
and offers and intriguing way to delve into the history of steps. Have fun! 

Explore also the other interesting Cultural Exercise Routes. 
Mobile versions of all Route maps are available: 
www.turku.fi/kulttuurikuntoilu

 Length of routes 2–11 km.

• Text: Planning Architect Iina Paasikivi • Reference of names: Turun nimet 2 • Images: Hannu Aaltonen 
• Map template: © Turku Municipal Property Corporation 

Route A
about 2 km, 285 steps

Route B
about 9 km, 917 steps

Route C
about 11 km, 1256 steps
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