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TREASURES 
OF THE SEA
The underwater world of the 
Finnish sea areas is extremely 
diverse compared to many other 
coasts by the Baltic Sea. Much 
like there are various types of 
forests, meadows and marshes 
on land, there are also various 
types of natural habitats and 
landscapes in the Baltic Sea. 
The more diverse the seabed is, 
the more organisms live there. 
In turn, high species richness 
contributes to the stability of the 
ecosystem, including the ability 
to withstand sudden changes.

The underwater landscapes of 
the Baltic Sea may be classified 
by the quality of the seabed, 
for example. The Finnish coast 
has a wide variety of sand, 
gravel and mud beds, as well 
as reefs, meaning hard seabed 
that houses species adapted to 
these specific conditions. Often, 
the various types of seabed 

appear together and form a de-
tailed mosaic where the various 
habitats with different species 
alternate. 

The Baltic Sea is home to an 
unusual variety of species, since 
many marine species requiring a 
high salt content meet freshwa-
ter species there. Nowhere else 
do the freshwater polyp and the 
sea slug live on the stem of the 
same plant, or the turbot and the 
whitefish get caught in the same 
net. In the Baltic Sea, species 
may form completely unique 
relationships.  

Even though the Baltic Sea is 
in poor condition in places, the 
coast of Finland still has breath-
takingly beautiful places worth 
protecting. In this exhibition, we 
will take a look at the most valu-
able treasures of the Baltic Sea. 
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Ditch grasses. Photo: Mats Westerbom, Metsähallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland.

The under-water ditch-grass (Ruppia spp.) meadow is bathing in sun. 
Underwater meadows belong to the most diverse communities in the 
Baltic Sea. The meadows are composed of eelgrass as well as winding 
and branching stoneworts and tasselweeds. You can also find red al-
gae tufts there as seen in the photo. Meadows provide shelter and feed 
for many species, for example different invertebrates and fish, especial-
ly juvenile fish. Stonewort meadows can be found across the coastline, 
but ditch-grass meadows are not found north of the Kvarken. 
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MEADOWS  
OF THE SANDY 
SEAFLOOR
The sand feels soft and inviting un-
der the feet. In reality, the sandy sea 
bottom affected by the waves is a 
very harsh habitat: the movement of 
the water is constantly whirling the 
sand and settling in is difficult. Once 
the most resilient plants manage 
to root in the sand, in no time at all 
the wavy seagrass meadows will 
also house a variety of animals from 
mussels to shrimp. On sheltered ar-
eas, the vegetation may be extreme-
ly diverse and provide shelter and 
food to many invertebrates. In turn, 
the diverse species attract aquatic 
birds, which arrive to peck at food in 
the meadows swaying in the waves. 

In addition to maintaining biodiver-
sity, the seagrass beds also bind 
carbon dioxide efficiently from the 
seawater, which makes them even 
better carbon sinks than forests. 
Despite all this, the diverse mead-
ows of the sandy bottoms are very 
vulnerable habitats which suffer par-
ticularly from the effects of eutroph-
ication. The importance of these 
landscapes has not been known 
for very long. Many of the seagrass 
meadows are located so close to 
shore that you can admire them 
by snorkelling. You do not always 
have to travel to faraway places to 
explore the wonders of the sea.
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Photo: Visa Hietalahti.
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Straightnose pipefish. Photo: Pekka Lehtonen, Metsähallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland.

The straightnose pipefish (Nerophis ophidion) is a master of camou-
flage. This small and slender, greenish fish is related to seahorses. It 
can reach a length of max 30 centimeters. Straightnose pipefish has 
only one small dorsal fin which allows it to move slowly, twisting its 
entire body. 

Straightnose pipefish is found on the whole Finnish coastline up to 
Oulu. The spawning takes place in July. The female attaches the fertil-
ised eggs to the male’s abdomen and the male is the one to care for 
the eggs until they hatch.
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Common eelgrass. Photo: Mats Westerbom.

The common eelgrass (Zostera marina) is the only fully aquatic seed 
plant in the Baltic Sea. Under favorable conditions it can form extensive 
underwater meadows on sandy bottoms. The root system of the eel-
grass binds the mobile substrate in place, which creates a habitat for 
many species that wouldn’t survive on bare sand. Seagrass meadows 
maintain the biodiversity of the sea in a considerable way, which makes 
them one of the key underwater nature habitats of the Baltic Sea.

The distribution of common eelgrass in the Baltic Sea extends from the 
southern Baltic Sea to the central Gulf of Finland and to the northern 
Bothnian Sea. In the Baltic Sea the common eelgrass reproduces 
mainly vegetatively and forms meadows of cloned eelgrass. Eelgrass 
requires light to grow and therefore it is sensitive to changes in the sea-
bottom and the eutrophication of the seas. The common eelgrass has 
been classified as endangered, both as a species and as a habitat. 
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Common shrimp. Photo: Olli Mustonen.

It is difficult to spot a common shrimp (Crangon crangon) lying still 
on the sand. Usually only a puff of sand is seen when this shy animal 
disappears. When sensing danger, the shrimp quickly bounces back or 
digs itself into the sand. This escape to safety is finalized by using the 
antennae to gather grains of sand to cover the back so thoroughly, that 
only the prominent eyes ogle the presumed enemy.  
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Photo: Mats Westerbom,  
Metsähallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland.

Photo: Visa Hietalahti.

Photo: Visa Hietalahti. Photo: Mats Westerbom.
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SECRET LIVES 
OF COMMON 
JELLYFISH 
The sunlight filtered by the water 
cuts through the underwater 
landscape as you notice a trans-
lucent figure floating above it all. 
The cnidarian common jellyfish 
(Aurelia aurita) is an enchanting 
sight. It drifts in the waves and 
currents, but it is not simply a 
passive floater. Using its primitive 
senses, the jellyfish can identi-
fy directions and the chemical 
qualities of the environment. By 
contracting its bell, it can dodge 
rocks and move away from 
harmful areas. The organs for 
balance, sight and smell are in 
the small notches on the edge of 
the bell.

The common jellyfish is found in 
the entire Baltic Sea up to the 

Northern Quark. Large numbers 
of jellyfish can be found particu-
larly in late summer, when they 
gather in the coastal waters. It 
is suspected that these mass 
occurrences are related to 
reproduction, as the jellyfish re-
produce sexually at these times, 
at least on the southwestern 
coast. The fertilised eggs first 
develop inside the female, after 
which they are released into the 
water as larvae. When a larva 
attaches itself to a solid surface, 
it develops into a polyp, which 
will start budding tiny jellyfish out 
of itself. When they are released 
into the water, the little jellyfish 
go with the flow and grow into 
adult common jellyfish during the 
summer. 

Photo: Mats Westerbom.
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Bladder wrack, clawed fork weed. Photo: Mats Westerblom,Metsähallitus Parks & Wildlife 
Finland.

The reddish-colored clawed fork weed (Furcellaria lumbricalis) grows 
among bladder wrack (Fucus vesiculosus). This species appears as 
growths of branching twigs and takes its Finnish name “fork algae” 
from its fork-like branching. Individuals growing in shallow areas are 
usually more branched, compared to the ones growing deeper. Furcel-
laria lumbricalis is particularly common at the depth between 4 to 10 
meters, where it can often be the dominant species.
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UNDERWATER 
FORESTS OF 
ROCKY SHORES
At first, a rocky bottom does 
not sound like a particularly lush 
habitat, but the rocky slopes 
rising from the depths of the sea 
towards the surface can surprise 
you with their variety of species 
and colours. Underwater rocks 
and the seabed patterned by 
large boulders are full of life, par-
ticularly in the clear waters of the 
outer archipelago. On such hard 
seabed, the organisms live in 
zones depending on their need 
for light, for example. 

Closest to the surface, the 
movement of the waves and the 
ice makes life challenging. This 
is the best environment for the 
annual filamentous algae, which 
start growing all over again every 
spring on the rocks smoothed 

by the ice. A bit deeper, the 
scene is taken over by perennial 
algae: among the large growths 
of bladder wrack and the thick-
ets of multicoloured filamentous 
algae, there is an immensely 
diverse range of organisms 
seeking shelter and food, and 
also hunting each other.  

The deep waters, where there is 
insufficient light for other spe-
cies, are the realm for various 
red algae. Out of the reach of 
sunlight, in the deepest and 
darkest corners of the rocky 
shores, the surfaces are cov-
ered by blue mussel and polyps. 
When they settle in the deeper 
waters, they do not need to 
compete with algae that require 
light.



14 15

Blue mussel, two-spotted goby. Photo: Olli Mustonen.

The blue mussel (Mytilus trossulus) requires a minimum of four per 
mille salinity. Thus, it occurs throughout the Baltic Sea except for the 
Bothnian Sea, where the salinity is too low for them. Blue mussels live 
on the hard bottoms, attached to a rock or to each other with their 
durable filaments. Their highest densities occur below the zone lit by 
sunlight, where there is less competition for suitable attachment surfac-
es. In the southwestern coast of Finland there can live more than 200 
000 blue mussel individuals on one square meter, which is probably 
one sort of a world record for this species. 

The widespread blue mussel colonies form a rich habitat among them: 
the mussel shells provide an excellent substrate for other hard bot-
tom species, while clumps of mussels form small niches filled with 
soft deposits for the soft-bottom species. Blue mussel is one of the 
keystone species in the Baltic Sea, as it plays a major role maintaining 
a habitat. Blue mussel creates, shapes and maintains suitable living 
conditions for over 40 other invertebrate species or groups of species 
visible to the naked eye. Many small invertebrates thrive on the thick 
mussel beds, even some fish like the two-spotted goby (Gobiusculus 
flavescens) lurking among the shells.
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Blue mussel. Photo: Mats Westerbom.

The blue mussel filters its food from the surrounding water. When 
filtering water blue mussels simultaneously purify it, making the water 
closer to shore clearer which in turn improves conditions for organisms 
requiring light to prosper. Beside their feed, mussels remove nutrients 
and toxic chemicals from the water also. However, toxins degrade 
slowly, and they are accumulated in the tissues of the mussels, which 
in turn are eaten by fish and birds, such as eiders and flounders. 
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Bay barnacle, sea mat. Photo: Visa Hietalahti.

The bay barnacle (Amphibalanus improvisus) is an invasive alien spe-
cies from America. The first observations in the Baltic Sea were made 
in the 1840s. It has spread along the whole Finnish coast, except the 
Bothnian Bay. The bay barnacle tightly attaches to their substrate, and 
as they grow in numbers, they compete with native species living and 
feeding on hard substrates. Bay barnacle is a hermaphrodite, which 
means that the individuals act both as female and male. The penis of a 
bay barnacle is long enough to reach the neighbour. If necessary, a bay 
barnacle can also reproduce with itself.

White barnacles are covered with lace-like sea mat (Einhornia crustu-
lenta). This little bryozoan thrives in brackish waters, where it forms 
encrusting colonies by tightly attaching to stones, mussels and plants. 
An individual animal is only about 0.5 mm in size. To protect itself, it 
secretes a hexagonal calcified shell with a lid. The mouth of the shell is 
surrounded by a swirl of rash tentacles, which the animal uses to sieve 
plankton from the water for feed.
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Bladder wrack. Photo: Mats Westerbom.

In clear water the Baltic Sea can be very colourful. In this landscape 
the lush growths of bladder wrack and red algae covering the boulders 
thrive side by side. In fact, algae in different shades of red are often col-
ouring other algal communities. The bright white dots shining among 
the red algae are barnacles, which tightly attach to almost any kind of 
hard surface. When attached to the bottoms of boats and ships like 
cement, the bay barnacle becomes a real nuisance. 
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River nerite, mud snail. Photo: Mats Westerbom.

River nerite (Theodoxus fluviatilis) and a tiny mud snail (Hydrobii-
dae sp.) riding on it are two of the most common gastropods on the 
hard bottoms along the Finnish coast. River nerites are less than one 
centimeter in size. They graze on hard surfaces, feeding on algae and 
micro-organisms. Mud snails are even smaller than the nerites, growing 
up to 5 mm long. The foot of gastropods helps them attach to solid 
surfaces so tightly that not even the strongest currents can wash them 
away.
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Polyps (Cordylophora caspia on the left, Laomedea loveni on the right).  
Photo: Visa Hietalahti.

The blue mussels are covered with colonies of sea mat and two 
different species of polyps: brackish water hydroid, Cordylophora 
caspia, on the left and Laomedea loveni, an invasive alien species, on 
the right. At first glance the colonies of polyps are easily mistaken for 
algae. In fact, they are animals, just like the colonies of corals in tropical 
oceans. 

Living in colonies enable an efficient division of labour for polyps: indi-
viduals living in the inner parts of the colony are responsible for repro-
duction, while those living in the outer parts specialize in hunting. Hairy 
polyps fly their tentacles, in attempt to catch any prey floating by.
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Bladder wrack. Photo: Julia Scheinin, Metsähallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland.

In a sheltered place, the bladder wrack forms gas bladders on its thal-
lus, which it is also named after. However, in exposed areas the wrack 
canopy often lacks the bladders, as the water movement supports the 
thalli and keeps them upright. In the photo there is a hive of activity 
occuring on the bladder wracks as amphipods (Gammarus spp.) graze 
the filamentous algae growing on them.
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LIFE IN A 
BLADDER WRACK 
COMMUNE  
The bladder wrack (Fucus vesic-
ulosus) is one of the best-known 
key species of the Finnish coast. 
This type of brown algae, which 
may form large growths by the 
coast, belongs in the Fucaceae 
family. This species plays a sig-
nificant role in the entire marine 
ecosystem and its biodiversity, 
since several species depend 
on the nutrition, living space and 
shelter provided by the bladder 
wrack.

The Baltic Sea is also home to 
a less common relative of the 
bladder wrack, the Fucus radi-
cans. These cousins partially live 
in the same habitats and look so 
alike that you cannot always tell 
them apart. The appearance and 
shape of the brown algae vary 

widely by habitat. In the end, the 
high level of variance makes this 
common species quite mysteri-
ous, and there is plenty to won-
der about even for researchers.

Life in the communities formed 
by the bladder wrack is extreme-
ly busy: there are both algae and 
invertebrates, as well as fish and 
their spawn, living under, on and 
among the growths. The bitter 
bladder wrack itself is suitable 
food for only a few species, 
but despite this, this species 
maintains a diverse ecologi-
cal network. If a key species 
is suffering, the balance of the 
entire community is at risk of 
collapsing. This is why the blad-
der wrack must be protected in 
every way possible.
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Baltic prawn, Baltic isopod, sea mat, bay barnacle, red alga Ceramium tenuicorne. Photo: 
Visa Hietalahti.

How many species can you find in this photo? The biggest animal in 
the middle is the Baltic prawn (Palaemon adspersus), which is – as 
the name indicates – an original Baltic species. Depending on the 
environment the colour of the species varies from greenish to reddish, 
with brownish spots. In addition, in the photo there are also two Baltic 
isopods (Idotea balthica) which blend well in their surroundings, as well 
as sea mat knitting its lacemats on the leaf of a bladder wrack, bay 
barnacles and little tufts of red algae Ceramium tenuicorne.

Due to high levels of tannic acids, bladder wrack is not preferable food 
for many grazing animals, but Baltic isopods don’t mind. They have 
found an excellent ecological niche for themselves by adapting to feed 
on the bitter bladder wrack, despised by so many others. If isopod 
population grows big and hungry enough, they can consume the area 
nearly clean of bladder wracks. Idotea species are in their element on 
bladder wrack. 
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Elachista. Photo: Visa Hietalahti.

In the Baltic Sea, the small filamentous algae Elachista fucicola grows 
as an epiphyte only on the wracks. Therefore, its success here de-
pends on the well-being of its host. Young tufts of Elachista are about 
3 cm in length and yellow, while the old tufts are dark brown and 
smaller in size. Elachista is not efficient in photosynthesis and it may 
get photosynthetic products from the wrack. Whether the latter gets 
something in return, has not been confirmed yet.

Sea stickleback. Photo: Mats Westerbom.

The sea stickleback (Spinachia spinachia) guards its eggs in a nest. 
The male shapes the nest by tying bladder wrack in a bun with thin and 
sticky filaments. The female has already left the nest after laying the 
eggs. Sea sticklebacks are tiny: the head of the male peeking from the 
nest is only 1.5 cm long.
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Sea felt. Photo: Mats Westerbom, Metsähallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland.

Pylaiella littoralis is an annual Arctic filamentous algae that thrives in 
cold waters across the Baltic Sea. However, in the northern parts of 
the Bothnian Bay, it becomes less frequent. It grows on rocks or as an 
epiphyte on other vegetation. The species benefits from eutrophica-
tion and competes of living space with the bladder wrack, being able 
to bury whole growths of bladder wrack. Pylaiella littoralis starts its 
growth under ice well before the spring, which gives it a great compet-
itive advantage.



24 25

IMPOVERISHING 
EFFECTS OF 
EUTROPHICATION
Eutrophication is one of the 
greatest threats to the biodi-
versity of underwater life. This 
phenomenon is caused by the 
nutrient load flowing into the sea. 
The watershed of the Baltic Sea 
is enormous compared to the 
size of the sea, and the large cit-
ies and broad agricultural areas 
on its shores are homes to tens 
of millions of people. In addition 
to this, the Baltic Sea is quite 
shallow and the water is mixed 
slowly, which makes it particular-
ly vulnerable to eutrophication. 

In practice, eutrophication 
means the excessive growth of 
algae and aquatic plants caused 
by an increase in nutrients. 
Some species, like annual 
filamentous algae, benefit from 
the nutrient addition more than 
other species and grow quickly, 
leaving the other species behind. 
As the competition changes, the 
balance of the entire ecosystem 

is shaken, and, sooner or later, 
the changes affect all species 
in the sea and the relationships 
between them. 

As a result of eutrophication, 
the turbidity of the water also 
increases as the number of 
both living and dead organisms 
increases. When the waters 
are cloudy, the sunlight can-
not reach as deep as before, 
which reduces the living space 
of organisms that need light. 
Then again, species such as 
some mussels, midge larvae and 
freshwater gastropods do well in 
muddy and nutrient-heavy wa-
ters, which also helps carps and 
minnows eating these benthic 
animals. Overall, eutrophication 
is still making the marine life 
one-sided, as a result of which 
many underwater landscapes 
are in real danger of becoming 
irreversibly impoverished. 
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Signs of eutrophication. Photo: Anu Riihimäki, Metsähallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland.

Increased eutrophication puts a strain on marine environment in many 
ways. Fast growing filamentous algae bury perennial species and 
suffocate their growth. Turbid water and sedimentation covering the 
plants reduce the amount of light available for plants to thrive. Toxic 
blue-green algae blooms are already a common sign of the effects of 
eutrophication, but all the consequences are not even known yet.
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Anoxia in the seabottom. Photo: Elli Leinikki, Metsähallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland.

Oxygen depletion or anoxia is a condition where there is so little oxygen 
that many higher life forms fail to exist. Anaerobic bacteria, such as the 
snow-white growths in this photo, cover the sediments on hypoxic or 
anoxic seabeds. In the Baltic Sea, eutrophication is the main cause of 
anoxia, which is further accelerated by eutrophication through internal 
load. It is a vicious circle with no easy answer. 
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Water milfoils. Photo: Anu Riihimäki, Metsähallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland. 

Water milfoils (Myriophyllum spp.) are among the tallest eye-catchers 
of the under-water vascular plants. They have adapted to low salini-
ty. Under favourable conditions they thrive and can fill a shallow bay. 
Along the Finnish coastline, there are four species of water milfoil. 
The most common are reddish-stemmed Myriophyllum spicatum and 
coarse-leaved Myriophyllum sibiricum. Water milfoils species often form 
hybrids amongst themselves, which makes it very difficult to identify 
them to species level.
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WATERY 
JUNGLES  
OF BAYS
When you dive in the water, the 
slimy stems of aquatic plants wrap 
themselves around your legs and 
the thick vegetation prevents you 
from seeing anything. Sometimes, 
the shallow bays have so much 
vegetation that people do not feel 
comfortable there. However, a lush 
and sheltered bay may be a true 
paradise for fish, birds and many 
other small creatures. Under the 
calm surface, the shallow bays 
are teeming with life. They are like 
underwater jungles.

Most of the shallow bays are located 
by the mainland and receive fresh 
water through rivers. This means 
that the salt content of the water in 
these areas is lower than in the rest 
of the sea. In the sheltered bays, 
water is not mixed very quickly, and 

the sludge brought by runoff sinks 
to the bottom. The soft and often 
muddy seabed is an excellent place 
for plants to put down roots and 
small animals to roam. 

For fish spawning in the spring, such 
as the pike and the perch, the rap-
idly warming bays, river mouths and 
flada, bays formed by rising land, 
are important breeding grounds. The 
vegetation there shelters the spawn 
and the young, and the conditions 
are also favourable for the young to 
grow quickly. Often, even humans 
settle in sheltered bays with their 
cabins and harbours. In most cases, 
the co-existence is peaceful, and 
the rich underwater nature makes 
people want to protect these unique 
landscapes.
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Northern pike. Photo: Petra Pohjola, Metsähallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland.

Coastal lagoons and flads, i.e. brackish-water lagoons formed from a 
sea bay in the process of post-glacial rebound, are important breeding 
areas for fish. The vegetation protects fish eggs and larvae and the 
higher water temperature and available feed enable fast growth. The 
shallow bays provide a great place to develop from egg to a tiny pike 
(Esox lucius), for instance.
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Coral stonewort. Photo: Heidi Arponen, Forststyrelsens Naturtjänster.

Thick growth of coral stoneworts (Chara tomentosa) covers the 
bottom of a sheltered bay in the Archipelago Sea. The lush stonewort 
meadows can often be smelled from a distance, due to a pungent 
scent characteristic to the group. Stoneworts are similar in appearance 
to plants, but they are considered as green algae, because they do 
not have true roots and their leaf-like structures are not specialized for 
photosynthesis. Just like eelgrass, also stoneworts form extensive, 
almost forest-like, meadows inhabited by diverse species. Stonewort 
meadows can be found along the entire Finnish coastline, but due to 
the rarity of occurrence they have been classified as a critically endan-
gered natural habitat (2018).
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Common minnow. Photo: Maiju Lanki, Metsähallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland.

Schools of small fish are a familiar sight to all of us. Common minnows 
(Phoxinus phoxinus) weave between reeds in dense schools. Even 
a small, shallow reed can support fish communities for much wider are-
as. It is estimated that most of the pike perch population of the Finnish 
coast is hatching and growing in the murky waters of inner bays of the 
Archipelago Sea.
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European flounder. Photo: Mats Westerbom, Metsähallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland.

Flounders (Platichthys flesus) spend most of their time in moderately 
shallow waters preferring a muddy or sandy bottom, where they lie 
partly concealed. In late summer they migrate to greater depths of 
10-30 m. Flounder has usually both eyes on the right side of its head. 
In the last Red List of Finnish species (2019) flounder was assessed as 
Near Threatened.

There is also another species of flatfish living in the Baltic Sea: a turbot. 
Turbot differs from the flounder with its eyes usually being on the left 
side of the head, and the slight difference in the shape of its body. 
Turbot spawning is only possible in the southwestern sea areas, where 
the salinity is high enough. 
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Lagoon sea slug. Photo: Visa Hietalahti.

Lagoon sea slug (Tenellia adspersa) has laid its white eggs on a plant 
leave and stem. This small mollusc is of marine origin, but it tolerates 
low salt concentrations also. Sea slugs can be found in sheltered shal-
low bays, harbours, canals and estuaries. In the Baltic Sea lagoon sea 
slug feeds on freshwater cnidarians, such as freshwater polyps (Hydro-
zoa). This is a very unique predator-prey relationship as these species 
only meet in the Baltic Sea. Like its distant, larger relatives, also lagoon 
sea slug has feathery structures on the back, which act as gills.
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Mud crab. Photo: Rami Laaksonen, Centre for Economic Development, Transport and the 
Environment of Southwest Finland.

Mud crab (Rhithropanopeus harrisii) is an alien species originally from 
North America. Presumably it has found its way to the Baltic Sea in 
the ships’ ballast water in the 2000s. The first record of the species in 
Finland was from the southwest Finnish archipelago (Naantali) in 2009. 
Mud crab seems to thrive in brackish water, as it has spread quickly in 
the Finnish coastline, competing for living space with the native spe-
cies. As an omnivorous species, its impact on our coastal ecosystem 
may be massive, though not yet known in detail.
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Photo:Niina Kurikka, Metsähallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland.

Photo: Pekka Lehtonen, Metsähallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland.
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WHAT WE DO 
NOT KNOW, 
WE CANNOT 
PROTECT 
The Finnish Inventory Pro-
gramme for the Underwater 
Marine Environment VELMU has 
been charting the underwater 
nature along the entire Finnish 
coast. The project that started in 
2004 was spurred by the con-
cern about the condition of the 
Baltic Sea and the need to gain 
more research data about the 
underwater marine life in Finland. 
The majority of the photos on 
display have been taken during 
charting. 

Among other methods, un-
derwater nature is charted by 
diving, which provides the most 

detailed information about the 
species. However, most of the 
work is done with a video cam-
era lowered in the water from 
a boat. The rain cannot drive a 
charter away from the sea, but 
the strong winds may pre-
vent field work. On such days, 
charters must do other work, 
such as identifying samples and 
recording observations from 
the underwater videos. Even 
though the research methods 
are constantly being developed, 
the personal work of the resil-
ient nature charters is still the 
most important way of gathering 
information.  
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Book the visit in advance
turku.fi/en/museum

http://turku.fi/en/museum
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